
Newsletter September 2-5
 

HAPPY LABOR DAY!  We hope you enjoyed the 
long weekend with lots of family time and fun!  We 
will have a short week ahead but it promises to be 
long on learning.  This week First Graders hope to 
meet their friends from Province Place.  The 
volunteers will come in twice a month to listen to 
each and every First Grader read.  Last year, the 
residents were so devoted and dedicated.  They 
can hardly wait to return and read with our 
students again.  Students will be exploring 
communities - human and ant.  They will compare 
and contrast using a Venn Diagram to 
communicate the similarities and differences. 
Students will sort information as well and discover 
how much we have in common with our tiny 
friends.  If you have any fiction or nonfiction 
selections about ants please send the in for 



sharing.  Please be sure they are marked clearly 
with your child's name.  Use those library cards 
whenever you can!  Speaking of reading, please 
submit the Family Reading Form verifying the 
minutes you spent reading this summer.  We are 
taking Reading to new heights and we want to get 
Mrs. Paul on our roof as soon as we can.
First Graders will be reading texts and exploring 
the use of conventions such as capitals, 
punctuation, etc.  In addition, we will work hard to 
include details and stick to a topic.  The 6+1 Traits 
of writing will help your child evolve into an 
effective author.  View https://www.youtube.com 
/watch?
v=FWsLRI1vWKo&list=PLAE1531237F8BB8AF 
for a song on conventions.
 The 6+1 Traits Writing Model
1. Ideas
Ideas are the heart of the message, the 
content of the piece, the main theme, 
together with the details that enrich and 
develop that theme.  They stick to a 
topic.
2. Organization
Organization is the meaning presented 
in a logical sequence or order.
3. Voice
Voice is the magic and the wit, along 
with the feelings of the individual writer 



coming out through the words.
4. Word Choice
Word choice is the use of rich, colorful, 
interesting words that keeps the 
reader's attention.
5. Sentence Fluency
Sentence fluency is the flow of the 
language, the sound of word patterns, 
the way in which the writing plays to the 
ear—not just to the eye.
6. Conventions
Conventions refer to the mechanical 
correctness of the piece—spelling, 
paragraphing, grammar and 
usage,punctuation, and use of capitals.  

+1. Presentation
Presentation zeros in on the form of the 
text and its readability; the piece should 
be pleasing to the eye.  Neatness and 
legibility count!   Words and sentences 
should contain correct capital and 
lowercase letters.
 
First Graders will integrate these traits in all 
subject areas as they write across the curriculum!  
 
In Math, we will be playing with numbers further 



this week. Using number lines we will learn about 
Before, After, and In-between numbers. Using 
"Goldy" the hungry goldfish, students will explore 
concepts of greater than and less than. Finally we 
will learn our ordinal numbers, both in horizontal 
and vertical lines. Students will have Math 
Workshop on Tuesday and Friday, exploring these 
concepts with games and reinforcement activities. 
We are tentatively planning to have our first Math 
test next Wednesday, September 10. Study Guide 
will be sent home on Friday.
 

In Science, we are still studying the cycle of 
human development. We will be learning about 
childhood, adolescence, and adulthood this week. 
We will be making a "timeline" using pictures of us 
as an infant, toddler, and child, which will be 
displayed in Ms. Henry's classroom.
 

In addition, students will continue to be assessed 
for the President's Physical Fitness Test in PE. In 
Spanish students will work on numbers 1-10 and 
the Sign of the Cross. In Music, students will 
identify their classmates' names by recognizing 
their rhythms played on rhythm instruments. They 
will also play the musical game "Who Stole the 
Cookies?"  In Technology, students will work on 
strategies for completing webquests.  The 
answers are usually RIGHT there.  It's like a 
treasure waiting to be found. 



 Mark your calendar for Mass, Wednesday, 
September 3 at 10:15 a.m. as we celebrate with 
Fr. Kevin from St. Therese.  First Grade will be 
preparing a Spiritual Bouquet for him to honor him 
and 35 years in the priesthood.  God bless Fr. 
Kevin! Students should wear Mass uniforms 
please.  


